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Note of the meeting of the UCET Post 16 committee meeting held at 1pm on Friday 15 May 2026 via Zoom

Welcome, introductions and note of the previous meeting

Colleagues were welcomed to the meeting. The note of the meeting held in January 2026 was approved. There were no matters arising not included elsewhere on the meeting agenda.

Morning discussion

The morning event was an optional, unrecorded discussion. There were good discussions and attendees found the meeting very valuable. Key feedback:
· It would be good to continue to explore how to support those new to the forum and FE ITE leadership roles – JE to discuss with UCET Eds
· Suggestion of a one-off workshop for members and their partner colleagues to explore changes to requirements and expectations. Agreed it would be good to have a DfE presence.

DfE policy issues

BR gave DfE updates and a number of issues were discussed, including:

· ITT Regulations 2026 came into force in April, one page summary included in meeting papers.
· Provider registration process opened on 5 May and closes on 3 July. 
· Over 50 applications so far, vast majority very straightforward. Fewest responses so far from HEI providers – request to remind members of the window.
· Recognition that the area causing the most issues is distinguishing between franchised and validated partners. This is exacerbated by the fact that universities use the term ‘franchise’ in a different way to DfE which causes confusion. DfE confirmed it will not provide bespoke support for providers, stating guidance is clear.
· List of registered providers will be published in the Autumn.
· Data Management information collection processes will take place in Spring 27, more details will come out in due course. DfE aiming to make it ‘light touch’ and, in the future, they are hoping to streamline requests for data to ensure providers are not having to provide the same data multiple times in different formats.
· DfE still planning to limit public funding in the future to only providers who are compliant with regulations.
· Wording in expectations document has changed to ‘delivering learning to 10 or more learners’ with the reference to ‘classrooms’ removed.

Gatsby research

David Powell gave apologies. 

Inspection issues


A validated partner of an attendee has been inspected. Key feedback:
· Whilst ‘thorough and grueling’ the experience was positive and the team were fair and helpful.
· A lot of interest in subject and in how trainees with additional needs are supported.
· University was not directly involved but was there in the background providing support.
· Detailed self-evaluation document was well received by inspectors and supported the inspection.

Recruitment

An update from forum members on recruitment to ITE programmes for 2026/27.
Mixed picture but some common issues:
· Expecting late applications.
· Losing offer holders to secondary where QTS offers an extra attraction to an applicant. 
· Many members struggling with placement capacity – DfE recognizes this is a problem across the board.
· Bursaries not matching the subjects colleges are asking for – BR said DfE had hoped providers would use bursaries flexibly (e.g. Computer Science bursary could be used for Game Design) but they are not seeing this. SSAs helpful for seeing if a subject meets the requirements for a bursary. DfE has a bursaries mailbox for queries.
UCET updates

The following UCET updates were noted:

· 2026 UCET conference will take place at the Queen’s Hotel in Leeds on 11-12 November with the theme ‘The role of university teacher-led education in a changing world’. A survey has gone to members to inform planning.
· The Spring UCET newsletter – enclosed paper
· The UCET blog is doing well and statistics on views are strong
· An EoI for a new Chair has gone to Assembly and Exec members
· The proposed new format for primary and secondary fora was shared – suggestion for post-16 is to keep autumn and summer symposia and attend the f2f joint symposia in the spring. Members to think about this.
· Key policy activity:
· Bursaries for international students who are not entitled to SL was stopped 7 May.
· DfE met with UCET and NASBTT to look at ways to simplify the claiming of delivery grant funding.

Any other business

None.

Date of next meeting

TBC.
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