Proposal: UCET National Emergency Briefing screening

On 27th November 2025, ten of the UK’s leading experts briefed an invited audience of more than 1,200 politicians and leaders from business, culture, faith, sport and the media in Westminster.
The briefing set out the implications of climate and nature breakdown for health, food systems, national security and the economy, and did so on the public record. Its purpose was to demonstrate what a clear, evidence-led national emergency briefing could look like and why it is needed. It called for urgent action to address nature loss and climate change. Key topics covered by experts included:
· Climate Tipping Points & Weather Extremes: Drastic warnings about increased flooding, extreme heat, wildfires, and dangerous cold snaps, such as potential minus 20 o C temperatures in London.
· Food Security & Farming: The rapid decline of reliable harvests and the urgent need for a "Great Food Transformation" to ensure future food supplies.
· Nature Degradation: The collapse of biodiversity and natural defences, with only 2.8% of UK land effectively protected, affecting food, water, and climate resilience.
· Health Impacts: The immediate health threats posed by heatwaves, poor air quality, and the risks of a broken economy affecting the ability to deliver healthcare.
· Economic & National Security: Warnings that environmental degradation could reduce UK GDP by up to 12% over the next decade and that global volatility threatens national security.
· Energy Transition & Action: Solutions focused on accelerating the shift to renewable energy and promoting the Climate and Nature Bill.
I had the opportunity to attend the NEB briefing in Westminster and have subsequently convened a group of NEB Educators (Paul Turner and Meryl Batchelor from MEE, Louise Edington from ClimateEdPsych, Kit-Marie Rackley from the UEA Tyndall Centre) and we have, in collaboration with the NEB, curated and launched (at the Climate and Nature Festival for a Just Transition in March) a National Emergency Briefing for School Teachers (NEBST). 
· Access the video here https://youtu.be/Tqe_tSnyGQs
· Access the teacher support document here https://bit.ly/NEBforschoolteachers
I am proposing, as a member of your UCET Sustainability and Climate Change Education Committee, that UCET offers an online screening of the People’s Emergency Briefing (PEB) or the NEBST for its broad network of teacher educators and/or include it as part of the UCET annual conference in November. I am offering to facilitate this.
My Gordon Kirk Fellowship application sought funding to extend this work to Brazil as I have been introduced, through helpful links at UNESP, Sao Paulo, to the Brazilian Director of the Department of Environmental and I have been talking to his team about a Brazilian NEB. It would be most excellent for UCET to be at the forefront of a Sao Paulo NEB or more, the Global Emergency Briefing (discussions have begun with the UN Department of Global Communications)
I shared, when launching the NEBST at the Climate and Nature Festival in March, my optimism and ambition for educators, arguably the largest social movement in world and with their first virtue as the care and thriving of our children, to harness education, the most powerful tool we have, for the transformational change that is so urgently needed. Teacher Education is key!
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