	
	





	Welcome
FE ITE Newsletter: 2026 summer term edition
Welcome to the fifth edition of the further education (FE) initial teacher education (ITE) newsletter from the Department for Education (DfE). 
This edition provides updates on the regulatory approach that government is taking to drive improvement across the FE ITE system, on the steps that all providers of FE ITE courses will need to take ahead of academic year 2026 to 2027 to meet the requirements of the new regulations, and provides details on the support that DfE will provide to the sector. It also provides an update on the credit values applied to FE ITE courses eligible to receive student support funding under the Lifelong Learning Entitlement (LLE).
Please share this newsletter with colleagues in your own institution and more widely, so that we can reach all corners of the sector and all those with an interest in teacher training for FE.
If you have been forwarded this newsletter and would like to receive future editions directly, we encourage you to subscribe by emailing FE.ITEnewsletter@education.gov.uk and provide the email address that you wish to use. The DfE Personal information charter can be found here.
For all FE ITE policy queries not related to newsletter subscription, please email the department at FE.ITE@education.gov.uk. 
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1. FE ITE reform update
We are pleased to announce that the statutory instrument that provides the regulatory underpinning for the FE ITE reform programme referenced in the recent Post-16 Education and Skills White Paper 2025 (and recent editions of this newsletter) has now been signed into law. 
The Further Education (Initial Teacher Training) Regulations 2026 can be found here. The regulations came into force on 15 April 2026, and the key provisions will apply from academic year 2026 to 2027 onward.
A one-page summary of the required changes will be emailed to all newsletter recipients separately to this newsletter.
As a result of these regulations being in place, the following changes will now be instituted for academic year 2026 to 2027:
	1. The Department for Education (DfE) has specified the courses which are subject to the requirements set out in the regulations from academic year 2026 to 2027 onward. It is important to be clear that the list of specified courses does not replace or otherwise affect the list of courses eligible for student support funding.
1. All providers that intend to deliver a specified FE ITE course are required to register with DfE prior to each academic year. Please see the registration handbook for further details. Further information on the registration requirement is provided in item 2 below.
1. All providers of specified FE ITE courses commencing in academic year 2026 to 2027 are required to have regard to curriculum content guidance.
1. All providers of specified FE ITE courses commencing in academic year 2026 to 2027 are required to have regard to guidance on course delivery. This delivery guidance replaces the previous non statutory guidance, which has now been withdrawn. Courses that commenced prior to academic year 2026 to 2027 should refer to this new guidance, while noting that it does not have any statutory effect for such courses.
1. All providers of specified FE ITE courses commencing in academic year 2026 to 2027 are required to submit data to DfE. Further information on the process that will support this requirement will follow in future newsletters. We expect the data collection for academic year 2026 to 2027 to take place in spring 2027.



2. FE ITE provider registration for academic year 2026 to 2027
FE ITE provider registration for academic year 2026 to 2027 will open on 5 May 2026 and will close on 3 July. 
DfE has tested both the handbook and the registration process with a range of providers from across the FE ITE sector. Feedback noted that the process is straightforward and not overly time-consuming. The accompanying guidance outlines the information that you will need to have to hand to make completion of the form as simple as possible.
FE ITE providers will register with DfE via an online form. The link to the form will be added to the handbook on 5 May. A provider will only be confirmed to have completed their registration once a compliant registration return has been submitted to the DfE, and the academic authority has provided final confirmation via email. All details are included in the handbook.
We suggest that all FE ITE providers familiarise themselves with the requirements of the handbook prior to registration opening. This includes a summary of the information that we suggest that you gather prior to completing the registration form.
FE ITE providers will be able to ask questions relevant to the registration process in the planned FE ITE reform webinars. See item 3 below for further information.

3. FE ITE reform webinars, April and May 2026
DfE will hold a series of webinars to provide further details on the requirements of the regulations detailed in item 1 above with an emphasis on the FE ITE registration process. 
The webinars will also provide an opportunity for attendees to ask questions, which DfE will endeavour to answer on the day. 
Unanswered questions will be addressed via a FAQ document, which we will circulate to attendees after the completion of the webinar series. 
The webinars are open to the wider FE ITE sector, however they will be of greatest interest to HEI, college-based & independent ITE providers (particularly those colleagues responsible for a) course quality and b) trainee administration and funding). 
You can sign up to the webinars at the following links:
• Tuesday 28 April, 09.30 – 10.30
• Tuesday 5 May 16.30 – 17.30
• Tuesday 19 May 15.30 – 16.30
As each webinar will cover the same content, please only sign-up to one date.
Please note that the webinars will not be recorded.
If you have any questions, please contact the FE ITE team at DfE at FE.ITE@education.gov.uk

4. FE ITE course credit values under LLE
The Lifelong Learning (Fee Limits) Regulations 2026 will set tuition fee limits on a credit basis for courses and modules commencing from 1 January 2027.
As such, the list of courses eligible to receive student support funding has been updated to reference the credit value limits that will apply from 1 January 2027 onwards.
Credit value limits apply will to each course regardless of delivery mode (full time and part time courses).





