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As I am regrettably unable to join the meeting, I am providing this written update on key areas of work:
1. PLP Working Group
The Professional Learning Passport (PLP) working group has now been established and met during the summer term. The Chair has asked for a steer from USCET members on how you would like to see this work evolve over time, to ensure it continues to align with sector priorities.
2. Middle Tier Arrangements
With ongoing uncertainty surrounding the revised middle tier structures, can I remind colleagues to update the shared planning document on the Teams site. This will allow us to collate and present a coherent sector position to Welsh Government: Middle Tier Activities.docx
3. WJEC Engagement
The OU partnership have recently received correspondence from WJEC indicating that they are unable to provide dedicated subject officer sessions to secondary ITE cohorts due to ‘staffing availability and regulatory compliance’ matters. Given the significant changes to qualifications, this is a concern. Instead, they propose that Wave 1 support materials may be accessed via the website.
For Wave 2 qualifications, WJEC have indicated that student teachers may register for autumn term online briefings, and that attendance at the face-to-face series in spring 2026 will be arranged via the headteacher of their placement school. Tutors will also be able to attend, with further details to follow.
While these resources are welcome, there remain some concerns about the model proposed:
· It is not clear whether the arrangements apply consistently to all ITE providers.
· The reliance on placement schools to register student teachers for spring 2026 events may not align well with ITE placement structures, as not all students may be in school at that point.
· The predominance of face-to-face delivery may present barriers for distance-learning students.
This will need further discussion to ensure equitable and practical access for all ITE cohorts. I would welcome members’ views on how we should respond collectively to this position.
4. Senedd Enquiry on Teacher Recruitment
Finally, it was a privilege to represent the sector alongside Dave, Angela, and Chris at the recent Senedd enquiry on teacher recruitment. For your reference, the minutes are available Children, Young People and Education Committee 16/07/2025 - Welsh Parliament and a subsequent Wales Online article covering the session can be accessed here: Wales facing shortage of teachers as students put off by long hours, high stress and workload | Wales Online

Matters for Discussion/Decision
· What direction should USCET set for the development of the PLP working group?
· How should the sector respond to WJEC’s position on subject officer sessions?
· Are there any updates/inputs colleagues wish to capture in the middle tier planning document before submission to WG?

