Who is this group aimed at?
The focus of this collaborative group is for colleagues leading ITE Partnership and Mentoring.  It aims to facilitate collaboration between Accredited Providers of Initial Teacher Training providing training and support for initial teacher training partnerships and mentors.  This group is a collaboration, recognising that partners with a mutual interest are seeking the best options and practices to support partners and mentors nationally. 
Terms of reference
· provide a forum to promote high standards in the education and professional development of teachers and other educators and to encourage educational enquiry and research, with particular reference to topics which are related to mentoring and partnerships
· facilitate communication and co-operation between member institutions to provide a forum for sharing information in relation to mentoring and partnership development, supporting collaboration
· to champion the importance of research informed mentoring within professional practice, the central role played by mentors and to raise the professional status of mentoring
· to act as a forum in which the Mentoring and Partnership strategy is discussed and critiqued
· to feed forward to UCET responses to policy in relation to mentoring and partnerships development across the UK, drawing on evidence from research and practice
· to generate debate around teacher education policy in relation to mentoring and partnerships to challenge, where appropriate, the policy agenda set by others
· to initiate relevant knowledge exchange opportunities in order to promote the distinctive nature of university-based teacher education and the central role of the university teacher educator in supporting mentoring
· to work in collaboration with the various UCET forums and the UCET Executive to set a clear agenda for the promotion of university-based teacher education mentoring
· to produce occasional papers and other appropriate outputs to enable the working group to engage fully with the wider UCET membership


