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Prof Becky Francis
Curriculum and Assessment Review Team
Department for Education 
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London ​​​SW1P 3BT

							
16th April 2025



Dear Professor Francis 


Teacher Education and the Curriculum and Assessment Review (CAR)

As Chair of the UCET Sustainability and Climate Change Group, I have been asked to respond to the CAR Interim Report as we have some specific observations and evidence to share with your Review Team. 

Firstly, we would like to congratulate you on the Interim Report, not least for the way in which it reiterates the importance of supporting the innovation and professionalism of teachers as evidenced by points 3 and 6 of your Ambitions for a refreshed national curriculum (p.19), i.e. that “the national curriculum should empower teachers…” and that it should “support teachers to use their professional expertise in designing or selecting an engaging and stretching programme of learning that best suits their students’ needs.” 

As a group within UCET with a specific interest in the way that education is responding to the climate and nature crises, we are heartened to see that sustainability and climate change is acknowledged within the report and that these challenges “require attention to scientific and cultural knowledge and skills…” (p.7), which has implications beyond the current coverage that is confined to Science and Geography. 

On p.27 of the Interim Report there is an acknowledgement that the curriculum needs to respond to “new opportunities and challenges, including those presented by AI, and those relating to global political developments and climate change”. The wording of this is concerning because the technological and social issues mentioned are not of the same order as climate change, which represents the context in which all other changes are taking place. As the latest IPCC (2023) Report states, with ‘very high confidence’, climate change represents a threat to human well-being and planetary health. While the CAR Interim Report shows that environmental concern has cut through the wealth of responses received, the wording of the report suggests that the far-reaching consequences of climate change, although often perceived by young people themselves (Walshe et al 2024), may not have been fully grasped by the team. 

Given that climate change is reshaping the world in which our young people are growing up and that teachers themselves need to be prepared for this reality, we have been conducting a survey of initial teacher education (ITE) and continuing professional development (CPD) providers. We gained responses from 47 different institutions and initial analysis of the survey illustrates the wide range of creative approaches being taken to embed sustainability and climate change education across teacher education. Respondents also identify significant barriers and highlight, in particular, the importance of embedding sustainability and climate change in all subjects right across the national curriculum. 

This latter finding, among others, is of direct relevance to the CAR Team so we will be sure to share the survey report with you as soon as it is published, hopefully by end of June, 2025. 

In the meantime, we wish you well in your important work. 
 

Best wishes
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Dr Paul Vare
Chair of UCET Sustainability and Climate Change Education Working Group
pvare@glos.ac.uk 
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