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FE ITE Newsletter: Spring 2025 edition
Welcome to the launch edition of the further education (FE) initial teacher education (ITE) Newsletter from the Department for Education (DfE). The FE ITE policy team at DfE intends to use this newsletter as the main vehicle for communicating with the FE ITE sector on a roughly termly basis to share vital policy and programme information.
Please feel free to share this newsletter with colleagues in your own institution and more widely, so that we can reach all corners of the sector and all those with an interest in teacher training for FE. 
We are also interested in including content that you wish to be shared with the wider ITE community in future editions – please get in touch if you have any content, resources or information that you would like to share.
If you have been forwarded this newsletter and would like to receive future editions directly, we encourage you to subscribe by emailing FE.ITEnewsletter@education.gov.uk and provide the email address that you wish to use. The DfE Privacy notice can be found here
For all FE ITE queries not related to newsletter subscription (including proposed content for future editions or any feedback that you have on this newsletter), please email the department at FE.ITE@education.gov.uk 
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1. FE ITE bursary announcement (academic year 2025/26)
We are pleased to be able to announce the continuation of FE ITE bursaries for the 2025 to 2026 academic year for skilled non-graduates as well as graduates who are training pre-service to teach high-priority shortage subjects in the FE sector in England.
The pre-service bursaries are a tax-free cash incentive paid to individual trainees while completing an approved Recognised FE ITE course eligible for student support 2025 to 2026 FE teaching qualification (Level 5 or above). 
Bursaries are available in the following subjects and values:
• Mathematics £31,000
• Science (including chemistry, physics and biology) £31,000
• Engineering (and/or manufacturing) £31,000
• Computing £31,000
• SEND £15,000
• English (capped at 100 places) £10,000
Providers who have previously applied for bursaries will be notified by email once the application window has opened. Any providers that have not previously applied for bursaries and would like to do so in the 2025 to 2026 academic year, should visit our FE funding: initial teacher education (ITE) bursary page which will be updated with the 2025/26 funding manual and application form as soon as these are available. Whilst we do not yet have an official opening date, we expect to broadly follow previous years’ timelines for launch.
2. Public funding of FE ITE courses (academic year 2025/26)
The department publishes a list of FE ITE courses that are eligible to receive student support funding on the following page Further education: initial teacher education
We can confirm that the list of courses is unchanged for courses commencing in academic year 2025/26 (Recognised FE ITE course eligible for student support 2025 to 2026). Therefore, only those courses that (a) allow a person to achieve the occupational standard for a Learning and skills teacher (b) are developed by a higher education provider with degree awarding powers, (c) are at levels 5, 6 or 7, are eligible to receive student support funding. 
3. Amendments to ITE delivery guidance
We have made some minor changes to the published FE ITE delivery guidance Expectations for the delivery of initial teacher education for FE. In summary:
• links are provided to the department’s guide to effective practice in curriculum planning, which is recommended as a useful resource
• we have included updated guidance on quality assurance processes for all Learning and Skills Teacher apprenticeship providers
4. Training for Industry Associates in FE
DfE is collaborating with the Gatsby Foundation as they pilot the development and delivery of a new training offer for Industry Associates.
The project seeks to create a supported route for entry to the teaching profession in the FE sector, helping to ensure that Industry Associates are equipped with recognised teaching knowledge and skills that are transferable across the breadth of the sector. This pilot programme will aim to develop a framework, based on robust evidence, that providers can use to deliver training programmes that support new FE teachers. 
We are looking forward to working with Edge Hill University who are partnering with the Gatsby Foundation on the Industry Associate project. You can read more about this here
The project is due to launch in February 2025 and we will be sharing updates via this newsletter as the pilot develops and Industry Associates progress through the training programme.
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