
ITE Research Community - December 2024 Update


Hi everyone,

First of all, we'd like to thank you all for showing such a positive interest in being part of, and helping to develop a network for research in initial teacher education. We've been delighted and a little stunned by the response which demonstrates a great deal of energy and potential for new collaborations and exploration of the initial teacher education landscape. We would like to begin to explore some ideas for support with you starting in the new year, and also facilitate some initial activities. Therefore, we would like to begin by developing the following, which we will outline in further detail in the new year once we've all had the opportunity to recharge our batteries a little.

1. We'd like to open a space online which we can use for sharing any resources, ideas and to facilitate collaboration on research. To begin this we would like to create a database with names, contact details and areas of research interest. We will send out a simple survey in the new year to capture current research interests, so you have time to think over the break about what you would be interested in! 
1. We would like to have three online writing retreats over the rest of the academic year, each for half a day, to help create some (limited) space for writing, be it a blog, work on a paper or something else entirely. We find that sometimes it helps to block something out in your diary…We have identified these dates:  28th February, 2nd May and 13th June, and will send invitations  to the distribution list. Please just accept or decline accordingly. 
1. We would like to run three 1 hour seminars over the next term for those just beginning to dip their toe in research to help design a simple piece of small-scale research they can undertake as part of their day-to-day role. The intention will be to have a further set of seminars in the summer term to develop analysis of the data that has been collected, and also to begin to think about how the results might be shared with others. Again, more information to follow in January. 
1. We are also going to kick start a reading group, with the idea being to have an hour long session each month focusing on a paper we have all read, giving us time to discuss the research and the wider issues which surround it, with a focus on ITE and methodologies that are relevant to our community. We will send out a flyer and further information in January, but hope to find dates and times that work for as many of you as possible. 
If you have any additional ideas which you think would be useful to you and the wider network please do share them with us, we're all exploring how we can make this space work best for all so any ideas will be gratefully received.
We'll be in touch at the start of the new term with further details and dates for these activities, and in the meantime, we wish you all a great rest and chance to focus on things other than work over the winter break.
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