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Note of the UCET Research and International Forum meeting held on 8 October 2024 4 via Zoom

Welcome & introductions

Colleagues were welcomed to the first meeting of the 2024/25 academic year by Linda Devlin, who was chairing the day’s discussions.

Meeting note

The note of the meeting held on 7 My 2024 was agreed. On matters arising, a report was received from members of the UCET Equalities sub-group, including updates on: the ITE student survey, which would take place again this year which UCET members were asked to encourage their students (possibly during any EDI related sessions) to respond to; the forthcoming launch of the free to use OU platform containing advice for people from under-represented groups interested in applying for ITE; the temporary putting on hold of the Teacher Education Sanctuary programme (although valuable  and related resources continue to be available through the Refugee Council and Nottingham University’s STRIVE project); discussions relating to the summer riots and relevant resources that were available; the Anti-Racism Framework for ITE, which had been discussed at a recent APPG meeting that hd been attended by shadow (and now actual) education ministers and had, additionally, been brough to the attention of those leading the school curriculum review. Funding for research into how the framework was being used had been provided by UCET and the NEU; the drafting of a letter on the curriculum review that it was hoped that various organisations, including UCET, would sign; the importance of equalities issues being addressed more effectively in the ITTECF and in the Ofsted ITE inspection framework; support for transgender and non-binary ITE students; and planned discussions at a future meeting on mathematics and anti-racism. 

Symposia discussions

The morning discussions had been led by Lee Jowett from Sheffield Hallam University and by Paul Vare from Gloucester chair of the UCET Climate Change sub-group. A great deal of valuable work relating to climate change and sustainability was taking place, although a lot of this was fragmented and not equally accessible. There was a need to join up different activities and in different localities. Key priorities included the need to better address climate and sustainability issues in all education curricula, including that related to ITE, and for more research and awareness raising. 

Discussions

A number of issues were discussed, including:

· Latest information on regards REF 2029, including: eligible outputs; impact case studies; the recruitment of panel members; People, Culture and Environment indicators; and guidance on the calculation of each institution’s research capacity.
· International issues, including: a report from JNR on the 2024 ICET conference in Portugal and details of a UCET funded research project into ITE in Wales. 
· Reports from forum members on institutional issues including a meeting hosted by UCL of key players from across the teacher education sector to identify research priorities needed to shape policy which were not being addressed through existing funding mechanisms, a report on which would be shared with forum members and would be the subject of discussions with DfE, who should play a role in facilitating robust longitudinal research. Reports were also given on funding constraints within universities and the impact these were having on employment contracts and the scope for staff to attend conferences and to engage in research and professional development activities. The implementation of such policies should, it was suggested, be subject to Equalities Impact Assessments, although it appeared that few if any such assessments had taken place. The impact of issues relating to the recruitment of international students were also discussed, and reference was made to forthcoming free to attend UCET events on the provision if support for international student teachers. 
· An update on the broader policy context in the light of the election of a new UK government, and discussions between UCET and officials drawing on the UCET manifesto/briefing paper covering accreditation issues, financial support for student teachers, ITE for the FE& Skills sector, the OfSTED Big Listen and OfSTED inspection timetables. 

UCET issues

The following UCET issues were noted:

· The glossy version of the UCET manifesto & briefing paper, including a series of case studies submitted by UCET members 
· The summer 2024 newsletter.
· The 2024 UCET conference taking place at the Queen’s Hotel in Leeds on 12-13 November. The theme of the conference will be: ’A space on which to create and celebrate inquiry rich teacher education’, with all plenary sessions relating to this theme. Keynotes already agreed included Christine Counsell, Aimee Quickfall, Adam Vasco and Jospeh Mintz, with plenary sessions to also include a presentation by the UCET Climate Change sub-group and a panel discussion on the sharing of research expertise with schools. The evening tribute act will be Dolly Parton. Registration for the conference is open at: www.ucet/conference. 

Any other business

There was no other business. 

Date of next meeting

21 January 2025, via zoom
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