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Workshop Format %;?E{%:f

1 Storytelling As a Pedagogic Tool
2 Storytelling Research Project
3 Storytelling Activities


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Beginning; middle; end 


Part 1 Storytelling as a Pedagogic Tool

WHY YOU NEED TO USE
STORYTELLING FOR
LEARNING




Storytelling Story Cranes-Citations
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Storytelling as an area worthy of research. Drama student. 
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LC Social Media -is a way of sharing stories e.g. sharing photos and videos with your followers that disappear after 24 hours. Teenagers. Image-story- moment. 
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Teacher as Storyteller

Teacher as
‘human’



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ST When a teacher tells a story about herself or himself to the class it makes them seem ‘more human’.  Elicits a story in return. Vygotsky’s social interaction method of teaching (1978) encourages teachers to create an interactive classroom environment  which can be integrated in by the teacher and learners sharing personal anecdotal stories., as part of classroom practice. 



Storytelling is a ‘human skill’, such skills are
defined as our ability to relate to one
another and include a range of cognitive,
social, and emotional skills, such as
creativity, critical thinking, and
communication (Coursera,2023, The Job
Skills of 2023).

We are wired for communicating through
and learning from stories (Gibson 2012)
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Storytelling is a
unigquely human
skill that creates

connection with
others.

(Q

Dugan (1997) suggests that literacy instruction is most
effective when developed through social interaction and
collaboration with others.

Storytelling and language learning are inextricably linked
as language is a tool of social and cultural theory, in
which learning takes place in a socio-cultural context
(Dewey 2016; Vygotsky, 1978).

Storytelling uses the social brain, developing social
thinking skills within a social and cultural network.
Therefore, students learn the social aspects of language
through observation and participation in storytelling
(Craig et al, 2001).


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ST


Storytelling Partner with Al

Storyteller

Trainees might work together to devise a creative writing piece e.g. story that
represents a diversity of views, cultures and orientation- embedding British
Values. They agree on a plot and setting for the story, then prompt ChatGPT
to generate the opening paragraphs etc. The trainees then confinue the
story (in furn or as a group), proposing characters and actions, asking
ChatGPT to generate different versions that encourage diversity and avoid
stereotypes.

Al can be a partner in social learning, acting as a: storyteller

(Sharples, 2023, p.161)
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ST – partner not opponent- Drawing on concepts from social constructivism and key theory the idea of the knowledgeable other (Vygotsky)


Storytelling as a Research Tool- Narrative

Enquiry

e Stories as a Research Tool
/" Participatory ) Narrative enquiry is grounded in a ‘view of human
| When peaple work wien | experience in which humans, individually and
thair own stanes . . . .
socially, lead storied lives..by stories of who they and
o | e T F . . .
AN e /"= others are, and as they interpref their past in terms of
s &\l‘* /PNI T @3 ' these stories’.. (Connelly *& Clandinin, 2006:477)
[/ S T Inquiry W
Marrative | \ !
| ... somichody abways | . . . . . o .
 peemplerevies, | [ fesontonenon 1 Narrative inquiry records the experiences of an individual
porspactiies ﬁ,, someihing ; or small group, revealing the lived experience or
e particular perspective of that individual, usually primarily

through interview which is then recorded and ordered
iNnto a chronological narrative.
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Communication, storytelling, and ‘influencing’
remain in the top ten fastest-growing human skills
for employabillity, illustrating the confinued
Importance of developing learners’ ability to share
Information and use skills of ‘persuasion’ to
effectively communicate with others (Courserq,
2023).
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 LC- In addition to key employability skills is the development of human skills such as empathy and communication, which are vital for personal and professional development. English classes can provide a positive environment to practise such employment skills, by developing oral communication; personal and social skills; and collaboration i.e., being able to work 


Aims

* To enhance trainee teachers’ wider skills and digital literacy in preparation
for future employment in the Further Education and Skills Sector (FES)

e To inform teacher frainers’ professional practice with regard to embedding
employability skills within Initial Teacher Education (ITE) 14+ Programmes

 To meet the Office for Students (OFS) B1 Conditions which require that all
courses must equip students with the skills they will need after graduation.
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Narrative
Knowledging

Barkhuizen (2014) coined the
term ‘narrative
knowledging’, championing
the use of more varied forms
of narrative creative
approaches to presenting
stories.
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 Student blogging & Vlogging gives them a platform to tell their stories and explore their feelings about a topic.
your learning journey story
your artistic work story
stories about an educational topic e.g. a critical incident
creative video stories 
VLOG –story assessment 



Research Project —Initial Teacher

Education

Stage 1

Use storytelling as a reflective and pedagogical tool to create a
narrative of your journey as a trainee teacher.

» You are encouraged 1o use creative approaches for this task
and might consider the following:

» Digital storyboards; video logs/online blogs; a range of crafts,

tapestry; scrap book; poster, plc’rures/pho’rogrophs/drowmgs;
poetry/song and more. o,
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ST- Introduction to Research Project -The importance of using reflective storytelling, to outline your personal journey as a trainee teacher, is to enhance your professional skills and prepare you for future job interviews. 
Engaging with the process of creative storytelling will not only develop your competencies in an educational setting but they are highly sought after by employers in the workforce.  Being able to creatively and clearly communicate your unique selling points, through critical reflection, demonstrates continued professional learning and a commitment to betterment.



Storytelling Ideas & Inspirations

» Faith Ringgold's (is an American Artist) has some great
story quilts to inspire students - her work in the met
museum below

h:r/)Tps://www.meTmuseum.org/GrT/colIecﬂon/seorch/4854
16

» Famous vases that illustrate a story or a tale

hitps:.//tripod-journal.bezalel.ac.il/en/six-vases-that-
tell-a-story/

» Grayson Perry-Mappa Mundi —=Mapps

http://visualarts.britishcouncil.org/collection/artists/perry-
arayson-1960/object/map-of-nowhere-perry-2008-p8194
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Maps are beautiful storytelling vehicles. The fusion of information, art and science creates a visual device for storytelling.


https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/485416
https://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/485416
https://tripod-journal.bezalel.ac.il/en/six-vases-that-tell-a-story/
https://tripod-journal.bezalel.ac.il/en/six-vases-that-tell-a-story/

Other ideas to storytelling ideas to use

with students

. Interactive Dioramas: Construct miniature scenes in boxes or enclosures that can be
viewed from multiple angles. These dioramas can be interactive, allowing to physically
engage with the narrative.

. lllustrated Journals: Combine written narratives with sketches, drawings, and mixed media
in a journal format. The visuals complement and enhance the written storytelling.

. Storyboard Art: Develop a visual storyboard that lays out key learnings and experiences

. Collage Stories: Use cut-out images from magazines, newspapers, and other sources to
create collages that tell a story through a combination of visuals

. Puppet Theatre: Craft puppets and build a miniature stage to act out a story. This can be
a fun and engaging way to retell narratives, especially for children

. Photo Montages: Combine photographs with captions or short descrlphons to create @
visual narrative that captures a specific event orJourney (ho children's faces)
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Origami- story cranes
Origami- story cranes
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FINDING HERSELF LOST IN
> DEADLINES AND LECTURES AND
PLACEMENTS AND ... AND... AND. S
EEEK

THINKING SHES GOT THIS IN THE BAG..

UM... UHAT IS

GOING ON?
ARARRRGGGHH

TIME TO MAKE AN ACTION PLAN

Story Cartoon

AYA FAWZY'S PGCCE JOURNEY (1)

An overview of my journey during the PGCE (M) 14 + in English and ESOL

In September 2023, | decided | Iisited the uriversity of Bolton
wanted to change my career from and decided to apply.for a PGCE
Keting. ‘course in English and ESOL.

During the first week of
September, | was invited for an
interview and an exam.

I started my course at the
University of Bolton, and our first
week included a ot of ofsted
training and safeguarding training.

We started lectures on Mondays
and Tuesdays.

I started to socialise and get to
know my classmates and form a
bond with them.

*

< HOETY; Story Board

A story of passion,
struggle and triumph

A long-standing question: how counld [ oot ribe?
My purpose Foumd itx potbh, clear and absolute |
How hard they worked, a bright futune they aimed
“Learning is just nol oy game!” Vel there was one who exclained
s part of U job. he is not 1o blame

I vy qquibet home, as | rested
My passion. wisdom and resilicnee were Lested
oils burned; et
Assigmments like storms new deadlines set
“Can | ooop? Can | handle?” | pomder in the dusk

Streteh and challenge, impact and reflect
1 ponsdier on strategies that have effect
The answer is in their eyes, the spark, Uhe light
Revealing my Leaching stralegies ane right
Teawhing is art, it demands strength and might

With every failure, lesson | learnt
Graahbing ny plan amd resourees W class §retumed
Hew will knurwledge hlaom and fulures e bright?
Thinking in the quiet of the night with my breath holding tight

A Uhe weight of the First period was liMed
e dynammie in Leaching was also shifted

Learning ook place, ary students progressed l\ -,
Assessment and fevdback, as if Dwas ohsessel

T hiivng annd learning bicame a sucoess i

Thrasgh

g Faced and goals achieved ‘
T this journey joy is perceived -
Astory to tell aboul U happiness conceived *
The chapter ends, bul memories stay
Ajourmey that | will cherish Forever 1 pray
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Digital Storytelling

.Digital tools such as multimedia presentations and
audio recordings can enhance the storytelling
experience, offering visual and auditory stimuli to
support comprehension (Kress & Jewitt, 2003

oLl ‘ ©
MIH/KP‘?



https://boltonuni-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/yvk1eps_bolton_ac_uk/EUdCk3bD_GxOl1j4nChp15MB9nHUGz8FMoUpXUWn5lqXWQ

Digital Storytelling

_ Tahir, Nora Teaching
» Mosaic O Journey Timeline

My Storybook O (canva.com)

m (B | @ https://www.canva.com/desig
%

n/DAGEYrgl)slw/Qk8bLP9aiGu
AbjTBEtV-mg/watch

ahir, Nora Teaching Jotirney Timeline
i) 2

VLOG



https://www.mystorybook.com/story/NZyQn
https://www.mystorybook.com/story/NZyQn
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGEYrgJslw/Qk8bLP9aiGuAbjTBEtV-mg/watch
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGEYrgJslw/Qk8bLP9aiGuAbjTBEtV-mg/watch
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGEYrgJslw/Qk8bLP9aiGuAbjTBEtV-mg/watch
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGEYrgJslw/Qk8bLP9aiGuAbjTBEtV-mg/watch
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGEYrgJslw/Qk8bLP9aiGuAbjTBEtV-mg/watch
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGEYrgJslw/Qk8bLP9aiGuAbjTBEtV-mg/watch
https://boltonuni-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/yvk1eps_bolton_ac_uk/EUdCk3bD_GxOl1j4nChp15MB9nHUGz8FMoUpXUWn5lqXWQ

» Stage 2- as a trainee teacher, you will be asked to attend a
one-to-one discussion in which you will be asked to discuss
and share your rationale behind your creative choices to 'tell
your story'. This aim of this professional discussion is to
encourage you to consider how storytelling might be used as
your unique selling point (USP) at inferview and to enhance
your personal employability skills.

» We are interested in learning more about your stories of ‘lived
personal lived experiences’ of training to be a teacher, and

how these might be utilised to enhance your employability
skills.




Interview Questions

What's your story? Building Trainee Teachers’ employability skills through creative storytelling.

1. What creafive method did you use to create your storytelling activity to chart your journey to
becoming a teachere

2. Why did you choose that method/create that resource? What was the rationale that underpinned
your choice?¢

3. How might you use storytelling as an employability skill for future interviews and potential
employment?

4. How might frainee teachers’ employability skills be developed through creative storytelling?

5. Would you be interested in the opportunity to take part in a ‘'mock interview' in which you use
storytelling as a vehicle to discuss/demonstrate/ deliver your skills as a potential FES teacher?




Initial Findings —Emerging Themes

> Storytelling as a ‘vehicle’ or mechanism’ from which
to reflect on practical Teacher Training Experiences

> Storytelling as a USP at interviews — storytelling
resources examples of creative practice

> Storytelling making interview candidates ‘more
memorable’




What's my
Story?
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Lead teacher models task- tells anecdotal story how  they were drawn to their subject specialist area & gained knowledge 


Subject Content Knowledge and The

Curriculum

Subjects

Task: What do you
love about your
people  octical subject?

How do students
gain from thate

What

: 72 University
28 of Bolton

Teaching Intensive, Research Informed
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Trainees share their stories –plenary 


Anecdotes as a Pedagogic Tool -Theoretical

Framework

1 Personal story context/background 1
Teacher sets up the background context to the story;

2 Anecdotal example/experience
Teacher gives an anecdotal example of what happened

3 Pedagogic point/moral point/practical point l
Teacher follows with a pedagogic point


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ST My doctoral research presents a strong argument for the use of anecdotal stories in all subject areas. Such stories can be used to draw learners in, frame an activity and illustrate a pedagogic point. An effective model can be seen to operate as follows:; she gives an anecdotal example of what happened; she follows with a pedagogic point. Future areas worthy of further exploration might be to explore how storytelling activities, in particular the use of personal anecdotes, can be used as a pedagogic tool in other subject areas. Rudyard Kipling wrote that if history were taught in the form of stories it would never be forgotten, so might stories aid learning retention in other topic areas? 
Give example from TESOL teaching practice. 


ACTIvVity

1 Personal story context/background
Teacher sets up the background context to the

story;

2 Anecdotal example/experience
Teacher gives an anecdotal example of what
happened

3 Pedagogic point/moral point/practical point
Teacher follows with a pedagogic point
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ST- Have a look at the person next you .. What do you think their story is? Everybody has a story to tell! 


Activity Lego your Story




Lego Storytelling Padlet




Literature Supporting the case for Storytelling

>
>

As humans, we are essentially story tellers (Fisher, 1984)

Storytelling seduces students into becoming intrigued with specific content.
(Abrahamson, 2005)

Storytelling actively engages the listener as members of the audience, audibly
follow along, construct visual images to represent characters and scenery, and
begin to draw conclusions regarding the tale presented (Letexier, 2008)

The storytelling process allows the learner to begin to construct and reconstruct
understanding through reflection on life events as a means of connecting new
knowledge with experiences (Rossiter, 2002).

Stories are effective within education because of the contextual connection
learners can make, drawing on authentic human experiences, and developing
meaningful understanding (Rossiter & Simmons, 2006)




Questions




	What’s your story? 
	Dr Sarah Telfer�Associate TIRI Professor- University of Bolton 
	Further Education & Skills Sector (FES) �Teacher Training Sector 
	Workshop Format 
	Part 1 Storytelling as a Pedagogic Tool 
	Storytelling Story Cranes-Citations 
	Follow my Story 
	A Picture paints a thousand word… 
	Teacher as Storyteller 
	Storytelling as a Human Skill 
	Storytelling as a Social Interaction Tool 
	Slide Number 12
	Storytelling as a Research Tool- Narrative Enquiry 
	Storytelling as an Employability Tool�
	Research Project Overview 
	Narrative Knowledging 
	Research Project –Initial Teacher Education 
	Storytelling Ideas & Inspirations 
	Other ideas to storytelling ideas to use with students 
	Slide Number 20
	Digital Storytelling 
	Digital Storytelling 
	Stage 2
	Interview Questions
	Initial Findings –Emerging Themes 
	Slide Number 26
	Tell me about yourself : T-shirt story activity
	Subject Knowledge through Storytelling 
	Slide Number 29
	�Anecdotes as a Pedagogic Tool –Theoretical Framework �
	Slide Number 31
	Activity     Lego your Story 
	Lego Storytelling Padlet 
	Slide Number 34
	Questions 

