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Teacher Education and Supply - Press Bulletin
 
The Universities Council for the Education of Teachers (UCET) is calling for a new approach to teacher education and teacher supply to address the country’s teacher supply crisis and provide schools with teachers who have the knowledge, skills and expertise needed to meet the varying needs of pupils and local communities. 
 
Key Points:
 
- Prescriptive government requirements for initial teacher education (ITE) should be replaced by flexible approaches developed by education professionals. This will lead to higher quality programmes that will address the needs of individual communities and schools.
 
- ITE partnerships should be more flexible so they can meet the varying needs of individual schools and colleges.  
 
- Universities play a vital role in teacher supply and education and this should be nurtured. 80% of new teachers are trained through university partnerships of some kind.
 
- The teacher supply crisis needs urgent action - targets have been missed for 10 years and only half the required secondary teachers were recruited last year.
 
- There are many reasons for the supply crisis including: lower real-terms pay, high workload, lack of autonomy, early career teachers leaving the profession.
 
- Financial barriers are preventing potential teachers from undertaking and completing ITE programmes. Student teachers face extra debt and costs.
 
UCET Recommendations:
 
- Empower ITE providers to meet local needs and suspend restrictive requirements.
 
- Allow flexible partnerships between universities and schools/colleges.  
 
- Take steps to encourage university involvement in teacher education.   
 
- Restructure bursaries to better support all student teachers.
 
UCET’s Executive Director James Noble-Rogers said: ‘ITE providers in England, in partnership with schools and colleges, do a brilliant job in supplying schools and colleges with the excellent teachers that they need. However, they need to be freed from the constraints that prevent them from doing an even better job, and prospective teachers across all subjects and phases need to be funded to allow them to undertake and complete the high-quality teacher education that is available to them’.

Notes

The Universities Council for the Education of Teachers (UCET) is a membership organisation for universities across the UK that are involved in teacher education and education research.

Contact: info@ucet.ac.uk
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