Dear SKE providers
 
As you will be aware, the SKE package is reviewed on an annual basis to ensure it delivers the optimum balance of subjects. Having considered the context around SKE, predictions on supply in shortage subjects, and sufficiency, we are pleased to confirm our plans to keep the SKE package for the forthcoming academic year as it is currently.  
 
For academic year 2023/24, we will continue to offer SKE funding in nine secondary subjects: mathematics (including primary mathematics), physics, chemistry, computing, biology, languages, English, design and technology and religious education.  Additionally, we will continue to offer £175 per week tax free bursary for eligible candidates, to support them during their SKE training course and to fund SKE courses of varying lengths (ranging from 8-28 weeks).  
 
To support the distribution of the SKE budget across providers efficiently, we require all providers to confirm if they intend to deliver SKE in academic year 2023/24. If you intend to deliver, please complete the attached recruitment plan template, and return to the department via SKE.INBOX@education.gov.uk by Tuesday 1st August 2023.       
 
If you do not intend to deliver SKE in academic year 2023/24, and you have not already, please confirm by replying to SKE.INBOX@education.gov.uk.  
 
Recruitment plans should offer a minimum of 30 places each academic year and be realistic, taking account of previous and future demand. Providers should note that the annual forecast is not binding nor is it a guarantee of business.  
 
Once we have received and assessed all SKE providers’ recruitment plans in line with this year’s budget, we will notify SKE providers of the agreed funding distribution approach and their individual allocations. We plan to do this in September. Additionally, we are currently updating the SKE operational handbook and will issue it to individual SKE providers before SKE courses open in October 2023.  
 
Should you have any questions regarding the package, completing or returning the template to the agreed timescale, please do get in touch.  
 
Kind Regards,  
 
The SKE Team 
 
Subject Knowledge Enhancement Programme (SKE)  
Department for Education 
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