
SKE - Providers Roundtables’ Update

 
 
Thank you very much for attending the recent SKE provider roundtables. We thought that they were 
really productive days, and hope that you found the discussion and development of new ideas as 
valuable as we did. 
 
Several topics were raised at the roundtables which we intend to explore in more detail. We will 
continue to keep you updated on our progress:
 

 SKE marketing: both sessions identified a desire to try and improve the candidate experience
through our marketing, and to be more proactive in helping candidates understand the 
benefits of applying in good time to be able to complete a SKE course before ITT.
 

 Flexibility of SKE guidance: both roundtables were clear about the need for courses to be 
able to respond to the needs of participants, both in terms of their different starting points 
and different circumstances. Providers described a number of different ways they get quality
assurance on the programmes they commission, and we will consider these further.

 
 SKE for other subjects: there was some support for expanding the number of subjects for 

which SKE courses are available, including general science and RE. We will explore the 
viability of these options. 

 
 Blended courses in cooperation with other providers: several providers at the roundtables 

were interested in developing courses with other providers which were a mixture of online 
and face-to-face. A number of providers were already operating such partnerships, and 
positive about the benefits of doing so. We will consider existing good practice in this area, 
and how we could make cooperation easier to achieve. 

 
 Provider network: both roundtables were positive about the idea of a provider network, so 

we will be going ahead with the idea, with the aim of running the first events around 
October. We will be doing some further thinking about the best format for the network, and 
will be in contact with more detail nearer to the time. 

 
Several requests for more information were made at the roundtables:
 

 A statement on the role of HEIs and third parties in TSST:
TSST is led by schools as they are viewed as best placed to understand and respond to local 
teacher workload challenges and engage with other schools about these. The delivery model
is a partnership approach and schools can identify and engage HEIs and third party suppliers 
– there are over 30 HEIs involved with the TSST programme who prepare materials or 
support with course design and assessment at the end of programmes. There are also third 
party suppliers involved, for example in online delivery, and national subject associations 
providing advice.  
Participant feedback has been very positive. External evaluation reported that 90 per cent of
participants surveyed would recommend TSST to others. One of the key success factors was 
training delivered by good or outstanding current teachers with up to date experience.

 



 Boosters: We are currently finalising our position on boosters for this year, and expect to be 
able to let you know the outcome shortly. We will consider the long-term future of boosters 
and endeavour to make an announcement on it in good time next year.
 

 Allocations: We are expecting to confirm our allocations policy by the end of July.
 

 
There was some conversation at the roundtables about how to get in touch with the SKE team. The 
best way to speak to us about claims or policy queries is through the SKE inbox: 
ske.inbox@education.gov.uk. If your administration or finance team has an urgent query about 
claims and they have already emailed, they can also contact Tracy on: 0161 600 1715.
 
 
Please feel free to get in touch if you have any more questions or comments about the roundtables. 
Thank you once again for attending.
 
Best wishes,
Hannah
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