
CALL FOR EVIDENCE FROM THE HOUSE OF LORDS SELECT COMMITTEE ENQUIRY INTO THE PROPOSED EU INTEGRATED PROGRAMME FOR LIFE-LONG LEARNING
UCET RESPONSE
1. Introduction and Response to Select Committee Questions

UCET supports the EU proposals and is, in particular, pleased that the Life-Long learning programme is to continue. In answer to the specific questions posed by the Committee, we believe that:

· the proposals are indeed appropriate to the work of the Commission and relevant to the future needs of the EU.
· they are (subject to the more detailed comments given below) properly defined and soundly devised (partly reflecting the sound base developed from earlier stages of the programmes).
· they represent good value for money and will add extra value to education and training opportunities for people throughout the European Union
2. General Comments on the EU Proposals

2.1 UCET welcomes the changes that are to be implemented in respect of 2007-2013. In particular, we:

· are pleased that the explanatory memorandum re-affirms the EU’s commitment to Life-Long learning and seeks to build on the Bologna process.
· agree that changes are required to reflect the fact that education & training systems have become increasingly integrated, and agree that the apparent lack of synergy between systems should be addressed.
· welcome the fact that issues of proportionality (which have hindered involvement of higher education institutions with some funding streams) are to be addressed.
· are in favour of a simplified and decentralised programme that will increase participation and encourage innovative approaches.
2.2 However, we are concerned that:

· the proposals might still not include sufficient flexibility to increase student mobility.
· the EU might be tempted to look to the new member states to meet EU- wide mobility targets rather than address areas of declining student mobility such as the UK.
3. Comments on Specific Programmes

3.1 Erasmus

This programme is, in UCET’s view, highly relevant to the needs of students, the wider workforce and others in the UK. It will facilitate greater co-operation and the sharing of best practice between higher education institutions throughout Europe and will provide valuable developmental opportunities for tutors and students. There are, however, a number of issues that still have to be addressed. These include the recognition of academic credit transfer across the EU; the difficulties UK students have in taking advantage of 3-6 month secondment opportunities; and the difficulties in securing joint MA programmes because of the number of institutions outside the UK that have MA structures in place. 

3.2 Grundtvig
This will offer welcome opportunities to develop a European dimension to specialist programmes for adult learners, as well as facilitate the development of project partnerships with institutions outside the higher education sector. It will, however, be essential that the results of the programme are widely promulgated and shared. 

3.3 Leonardo Da Vinci
This will offer good quality professional development opportunities for tutors, although the procedures involved can be rather burdensome and bureaucratic.

James Rogers
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