Minutes of the meeting between the UCET Executive, TDA and OfSTED, held on Thursday 5th May 2011 at 1pm in the Chancellors Room, Hughes Parry Hall, Cartwright Gardens, London, WC1H  9EF 

Chair: Professor Roger Woods                                                                             DRAFT 

Vice Chair: Mr Andy Jones, Manchester Metropolitan University

Chair Elect: Mrs Sally Yates, Newman University College 

Present: 

Mr John Carr (TDA) Mr Sean Cavan (Sheffield Hallam University), Ms Julia Coleman (TDA), Ms Liz Francis (TDA), Mr Thomas Glover (TDA),  Ms Susan Dixon (University of London, Goldsmiths), Dr Hazel Hagger, Dr David Holloway (University of Portsmouth), Mr Andy Jones (Manchester Metropolitan University), Professor Ian Menter ( University of Galsgow), Mr Kevin Morley (TDA), Mr James Noble-Rogers (UCET), Dr Jacquie Nunn (UCET), Dr Lesley-Anne Pearson (University of Huddersfield),  Professor Chris Robertson (University of Worcester), Dr Gill Scott (Nottngham Trent University), Ms Ann Slater (University of East London), Dr Helen Taylor (Northumbria University), Mr Jeff Williams (TDA). 

Apologies: 

Professor Jim Conroy (University of Glasgow), Professor Chris Cook (UCET), Professor Vivienne Griffiths (Canterbury Christ Church University), Professor Gordon Kirk (UCET), Mr John Lea (Canterbury Christ Church University). 

1) Welcome and apologies 

All were welcomed to the meeting and apologies noted. 

2) Minutes of the previous meeting

These were accepted as a correct record. 

3) Matters Arising 

Re: Item 7) Teach First ITT Allocations 

There had been concern about the use of inspection evidence gained during separate inspection rounds in consideration of Teach First bids. 

Re: Item 9) Synthetic Phonics 

UCET and TDA representatives had met on the previous day with the minister, Nick Gibb. This had gone well. Extremely good progress had been made by HEIs on phonics over the summer. 

4) TDA Remit Letter 

The remit letter, which reflected White Paper policies, was received and noted. The TDA would become the Teaching Agency in April 2012 and would be based, primarily, in Manchester and Coventry.  

5) Funding and Associated Matters 

5.1) ITE Funding and Allocations 

The ITE unit of resource was noted. The implications of the cessation of direct funding for undergraduate programmes might mean institutional decisions to transfer places to non ITE programmes. Fees for ITE programmes were, it was felt, likely to be in the £6,500-£9,000 range.  

5.2) OFFA and tuition fee setting in relation to TDA provision 

It had been difficult to set ITE fees for 2012 in the absence of any firm proposals from the ITT Review. TDA had agreed with OFFA that ITT programmes need not currently be covered by OFFA statements. 

5.3) PPD funding announcement

UCET had made its position very clear on this in several media, expressing concern at the government’s decision to end funding for masters programmes for teachers, which were currently funded through the TDA’s Postgraduate Professional Development (PPD) programme. This cessation of funding was in addition to the (previously announced) withdrawal of funding for the Masters in Teaching and Learning (MTL). Details of a much smaller scale national scholarship scheme would be announced soon.  

6) ITT Review 

It was expected that this would be published in June or July 2011. 

7) UCET/TDA/NASBITT collaboration 

Progress on the organisation of events was noted.  

8) Teacher Standards Review 

The TDA felt that the two UCET responses to this review of teacher standards had been very helpful. 

9) TDA Regional Leads and Data Collection

Concern had been expressed at the UCET Management Forum about the amount of data being collected by some Regional Leads and by the apparent ‘policing’ stance occasionally adopted.  

10) Teaching Schools and University Training Schools 

The TDA provided updates on both policies, and confirmed that support for training schools would continue for a further year. 
11) Other Updates from the TDA 

11.1) Recruitment against allocations 

TDA stressed the importance of providers notifying them in good time of any likely under-recruitment against target, and of opportunities to recruit strongly in priority subjects.  

11.2) Placements in Special Schools 

It was agreed that Jeff Williams from the TDA be invited by UCET to its next meeting of the UCET Primary and Early Years Committee, which would take place at 1pm on Thursday 16th June 2011. 

12) Any Other Business

There was no other business

13) Date of Next Meeting  

15th September 2011 in Manchester
