Minutes of the UCET Northern Ireland Committee Meeting held at 10am on Tuesday 10th May 2011 in Room 8K14b, University of Ulster at Jordanstown, Newtonabbey, BT37 OQB

Present: Dr Linda Clarke (University of Ulster), Professor Peter Finn (St Mary’s University College, Belfast), Professor John Gardner (Queen’s University, Belfast), Dr Anne Heaslett (Stranmillis University College), Professor Gordon Kirk (UCET), Ms Liz McCrystal (Open University in Ireland), Dr Billy McClune (Queen’s University, Belfast),  Mr James Noble-Rogers (UCET), Mr John Mounfield (UCET-Minutes)

1) Welcome and Apologies 

Those present were noted as above

2) Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 18th January 2011

These were discussed jointly with Matters Arising

3) Matters Arising 

Re: Representation on the committee 

This was discussed and it was agreed that there should be one representative on the committee from each institution, except where the committee Chair came from that location. In that circumstance, another person could also represent that institution. There could be co-optees on the committee, such as Eddie McArdle who was co-opted as the GTC representative. Committee members could also send proxy attendees on the day in lieu of themselves. 

Re: Item 5) ITE Number Allocations

The ITE number allocations had now arrived.  Rose Morrow had retired and it was agreed that the committee would write to congratulate her on her retirement.  There was now a four-year budget and it was suggested that there was consequently no reason to continue with annual allocations, but to have four-year allocations instead. 

Re: Item 6) ETI and ITE Seminar held on 25th November 2010 

 UCET would seek clarification about what the ETI planned to do next with the summary notes of the 25th November session, which had been produced by John Anderson. 

Re: Item7) UCET Representation on other organisations 

The previous work on this would be considered over the summer and be discussed again at the Autumn term meeting. It was suggested that it would be useful if each representative could produce a short report on any issues which would inform teacher education, and that this report might be something which could be produced once per year by each representative. 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

4) Report of ETI Meeting on 19th April 2011 

Northern Ireland Higher Education institutions had met with ETI Inspectors from Scotland to discuss the changes in teacher training in Scotland and how these might apply in the Northern Ireland context. 

5) ITE Number allocations

These had now been received by the higher education institutions. 

6) Count, Read: Succeed. A Strategy to improve outcomes in literacy and numeracy 

Concern was expressed at the way in which this initiative had been introduced and showed how the absence of an over-arching body to coordinate such matters was regrettable. There had been a consultation event on 11th April, announced at short notice, which meant that some people could not attend. The proposed Education and Skills Authority had still not been established and there was discussion of how UCET itself might support the taking forward of initiatives such as this. Experience elsewhere in the UK showed that the more collaborative approach adopted by UCET, in alliance with other bodies, had favourably influenced ministers at Westminster and elsewhere.

It was noted that, in Northern Ireland, DELL had a big responsibility, alongside the Department of Education, for literacy and numeracy. The ETI should be the ‘glue’ between these two organisations. 

7) Graham Donaldson’s invitation to the following UCET NI HELG Meeting

It was noted that Professor Graham Donaldson from the University of Glasgow and the Scottish Teacher Education Review, would be joining the committee at 11am to address the group on the Scottish Teacher Education Review. 

8) Matters to raise at the afternoon UCET NI HELG Meeting

It was agreed that some key points to raise at the afternoon meeting were; quotas, literacy and policy direction, and the teacher education committee. 

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

9) Papers by UCET 

The following papers had been produced by UCET, were issued with the committee papers and were noted; 

9.1) Review of the National Curriculum: Draft UCET Response

This was the draft UCET response to the English  review of the National Curriculum in England. It covered English, maths, science, Physical Education and Religious Education. There were fears that the proposed curriculum would be very prescriptive and that there might be a government preference for an outmoded pedagogy. UCET’s engagement in this and other debates showed that it could influence the direction of policy 

9.2) Teaching: Craft of Profession: article by Gordon Kirk.

This had been issued with the committee documents and was noted without further discussion. 

9.3) Teacher Training or Teacher Education

This, too, had been issued with the committee documents and was noted without further discussion. 

10) Handover to new Chair: Dr Anne Heaslett 

The committee thanked Dr Linda Clarke for her work over the last year as the committee Chair, during these especially difficult times.  Dr Anne Heaslett was welcomed as the new Chair from the Autumn 2011 term and John Gardner would be the new Vice-Chair.  Members expressed their appreciation of the work of the retiring Chair.

11) Conferences and Events 

Reports had been issued with the committee papers on events which had already taken place, and these were noted; 

11.1) Report on UCET Annual Conference 2010 

11.2) Report on AACTE Conference in February 2011

11.3) Report on UCET White Paper Conference on 21st March 2011 

There was notification documentation which had been issued with the committee papers for the following, forthcoming events, which were also noted; 

11.4) Sustainable Development Conference 1st June 2011, London South Bank University

11.5) FACE 2011 Annual Conference 29th June to 1st July 2011-06-18

11.6) PAEE 2011 Project Approaches in Engineering Education, Lisbon 1 to 2 October 2011 

12) Any Other Business 

It was reported that Arlene Foster was likely to be the new minister with responsibility for teacher education. It was agreed that a meeting should be sought by UCET Northern Ireland with the new minister and that UCET Northern should also write to the new minister, seeking advice on UCET’s issues of concern. 

13) Date of Next Meeting 

Tuesday 20th September 2011 
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