Minutes of the UCET International Committee Meeting held at 1pm on Monday 16th May 2011 in the Chancellors Room, Hughes Parry Hall, Cartwright Gardens, London, WC1H 9EF

Chair: Mrs Yvonne Stewart, Canterbury Christ Church University 

Vice Chair: Profesor Allan Owens,  University of Chester 

Present: Dr Adrian Brockett (York St John University), Mr Gareth Dart (University of Worcester), Dr Linda Devlin (University of Wolverhampton), Mr Peter Fell (British Council), Mr Paul Frecknell (University of Bedfordshire), Dr Paul Garland (Sheffield Hallam University), Mr Steve Hall (Staffordshire University), Ms Honor Houghton (University of Winchester), Mr Keith Jones (University of Southampton), Mr John Mounfield (UCET-Minutes), Mr James Noble-Rogers (UCET), Dr Jacquie Nunn (UCET), Dr Sulochini Pather (Roehampton University), Ms Julie Piacentini (University of Wales Institute, Cardiff), Mrs Yvonne Stewart (Canterbury Christ Church University), Mrs Hilary Taylor (University of Hertfordshire), Mrs Freda Wolfenden (Open University), Mr Stephen Hall (Staffordshire University), Will McBurnie (University of Plymouth), Dr Mairin Hennebry (University of Newcastle), Carolyn Silberfeld (University of East London). 

Apologies: Mr Mike Aiello (Liverpool John Moores University), Ms Irena Andrews (University of Brighton), Professor Carl Bagley (University of Durham), Professor Michael Crossley (University of Bristol), Dr Trevor Davies (University of Reading), Ms Olwen Goodall (University of Exeter), Dr Qing Gu (University of Nottingham), Dr Ann Harris (University of Huddersfield), Professor Brian Hudson (University of Dundee), Professor Ivan Reid (University of Bradford), Dr Anna Robinson-Pant (University of East Anglia), Professor Richard Rose (University of Northampton), Professor Martyn Rouse (University of Aberdeen), Dr Maureen Thatcher (Stranmillis University College). 

1) Welcome and Apologies 

All were welcomed to the meeting and apologies noted.

2) Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Adrian Brockett had kindly chaired the previous meeting at short notice, as neither the Chair nor the Vice Chair had been able to attend. 

3) Matters Arising 

Re: Item 3) Donaldson Review 

Graham Donaldson was to be one of the keynote speakers at this year’s UCET Conference. He had also spoken at that term’s UCET Northern Ireland Committee meeting. 

Re: Item 6) UCET Press Coverage 

The UCET contract with Munro and Forster had been extended for a third, and final, time to cover the ITT review announcements. 

Re: Item 10) ICET World Assembly in Glasgow from 11th to 14th July 2011 

Registration was brisk for this event, which would have a strong international flavour. There was still an opportunity to apply to attend.

Re: Item 12) Policy and Liaison Officer

Jacquie Nunn had joined UCET in February 2011 as the new UCET Policy and Liaison Officer. 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

Discussion Meetings 

4.1) Feedback from morning discussion meeting 

The committee received an oral report of the morning discussion on “The Internationalisation of Higher Education: transformation and exploitation”, led by Yvonne Stewart. The slides from the presentation were subsequently circulated. 

4.2) Topics for future discussion meetings

Suggested topics included: 

Transformative learning and identity transformation

“What and who is ‘international’ ?” 

Internationalising the curriculum”

'Distance learning for international students;’  

5) Refugees into teaching. 

The Refugee Council report into refugees going into teaching had been issued with the committee documents. It included advice to education employers and ITT providers in respect of: documentation checks and NARIC assessment of overseas degrees. There was a research report into the experiences of refugees in England who were qualified teachers. The findings suggested that the role of supply agencies as employers placed restrictions on the ability of refugees to secure employment as teachers. There was also a new 2:2 minimum requirement for teachers that would have an effect on those with overseas qualifications. 

6) International Student Recruitment 

The recruitment of international student taechers was increasing in the light of allocation and funding reductions in the UK. Issues arising from this related to degree equivalence, CRB checks and implications for teacher supply. 

7) Policy Developments 

It was reported that: 

1 The Scottish Government had accepted the Donaldson recommendations about teacher education in Scotland

2 The English ITT Review funding proposals would now be announced in May or June 2011. 

3 Unit of funding for 2011/12 had been frozen at 2010/11 levels, a much better result than had been expected. However, ITT places had been cut and there were stricter rules concerning over and under recruitment. 

4 Funding for both PPD and MTL was to come to an end for all but continuing students and UCET would be discussing the future of master’s level training for teachers with DfE. 

5 A large number of applications for teaching schools status had been received. UCET would be closely involved in the development and implementation of the teaching schools programme. 

6 A review of ITT for the post-compulsory sector was underway and would report soon. UCET had submitted evidence and there were serious concerns about the implications of charging students fees of up to £9,000 for DTLLS / PGCE programmes. 

8) Travel Scholarships 

There had been two winners of the UCET Travel Scholarship. These were; Elaine Matchett with her session on teaching early reading and learning from good practice in the University of Alberta and Phil Taylor with his Practice-based enquiry at teacher training schools in Finland. 

9) International Committee Contribution to the 2011 UCET Conference

The committee was invited to finalise its contribution to the UCET Annual Conference which would take place in November 2011. There was a wish to maintain a strong international strain at the conference. 

10) AACTE Conference Report 

The AACTE Conference Report had been issued with the committee papers and was noted.  There were similarities in terms of the policy drivers on both sides of the atlantic.  There had been discussion of the US NTCQ qualification and about teacher education research. There was a sense in which things which seemed normal in the UKcontext (eg partnerships) were seen as being radical in America. A reciprocal dialogue between US and UK teacher education communities was felt to be potentially useful. 

11) Review of Teacher Standards

Ministers had announced a review of teacher standards a few weeks previously and UCET had subsequently submitted two sets of evidence to the standards review team. The first draft of the new standards was expected to be announced soon. UCET had also, previously expressed concern to the minister, Michael Gove, about the lack of proper expertise on the review panel. 

12) Consultations

12.1) National Curriculum 

The draft UCET response on the national curriculum had been issued. A copy had been sent to Sir Jim Rose, who described the submission in  complimentary terms. 

12.2) MacCormac Review in Scotland 

Gordon Kirk's written evidence, submitted in a personal capacity rather than through UCET, was noted. 

13) Report on 2010 UCET Conference 

The UCET Academic Secretary’s report had been issued with the committee papers and was noted. A version would be included on the UCET website. 

14) UNESCO  ESD publication

UNESCO’s literature review on Education for Sustainable Development (ESD) was intended to contribute towards the UN’s decade for sustainable development (2055-2014). The review sought clarification about which commonly accepted learning processes contributed to ESD and should therefore be promoted through ESD activities, and what did ESD learning opportunities contribute to sustainable development. Key processes that underpinned ESD were said to include collaboration and dialogue, whole-system approaches, those that innovated the curriculum as well as teaching and learning experiences and active and participatory learning. The report concluded that ESD made a contribution to economic, environmental and social change. 

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 

15) Committee Dates for 2011/2012 

The committee dates for the forthcoming academic year were noted.

16) Conferences, workshops and events 

The following events were noted: 

16.1) CCI London South Bank Conference 8th June 2011 

16.2) FACE Conference, 29th June to 1st July 2011, Glasgow

16.3) ICET Conference, Glasgow, July 11th to 14th 2011-07-02

17) Any Other Business 

Peter Fell informed the committee that the British Council had developed new documents of interest about the development of the English Language. 

Allan Owens had stood down as the committee vice chair. Any volunteers for the Vice Chair role were asked to contact the UCET Executive Director, James Noble-Rogers.  An email would also be sent around to the committee, seeking nominations. Thanks were recorded by the committee to Allan Owens for his support to the Chair and to the UCET International Committee. 

18) Date of Next Meeting 

26th September 2011. 

