Minutes of the UCET Executive Committee meeting held at 10am on Thursday 5th May 2011 in The Chancellors Room, Hughes Parry Hall, Cartwright Gardens, London, WC1H 9EF

Chair: Professor Roger Woods, Birmigham City University

Chair-Elect: Ms Sally Yates, Newman University College

Vice-Chair: Mr Andy Jones, Manchester Metropolitan University








AGENDA  

Present: 

Mr Sean Cavan (Sheffield Hallam University), Ms Susan Dixon (University of London - Goldsmiths), Dr Hazel Hagger (UCET), Dr David Holloway (University of Portsmouth), Mr Andy Jones (Manchester Metropolitan University), Professor Gordon Kirk (UCET), Mr John Lea (Canterbury Christ Church University), Professor Ian Menter (Scottish Educational Research Association), Mr James Noble Rogers (UCET), Dr Jacquie Nunn (UCET), Dr Lesley-Anne Pearson (University of Huddersfield),  Professor Chris Robertson (University of Worcester), Dr Gill Scott (Nottingham Trent University), Ms Ann Slater (University of East London), Dr Helen Taylor (Northumbria University), Dr Samantha Twiselton (University of Cumbria), Professor Roger Woods (UCET), Ms Sally Yates (Newman University College). 

Apologies

Professor Jim Conroy (University of Glasgow), Professor Chris Cook ( UCET), Professor Vivienne Griffiths (Canterbury Christ Church University), Professor John Parkinson (Swansea Metropolitan University).  

1) Welcome, apologies and introductions 

All were welcomed to the meeting. It was noted that Linda Miller had resigned from the UCET Executive. 

2) Minutes of the previous meeting held on Thursday 24th March 2011 

Re: top of Page 2, under Matters Arising 'Re: Item 6) Current and future PR activities', the second sentence, should read; "Arrangements would be made, it was reported, to secure the firm's support on publication of the ITT Review Proposals". 

Re: the first item under 9) Post-Compulsory Issues, item 9.1) Funding for 2011/12, the first sentence should have read "Core HEFCE post-compulsory ITT funding for the coming year would continue to be available, albeit at a reduced rate, broadly in line with reductions for other non-priority subjects". 

3) Matters Arising 

Re: top of Page 2, under Matters Arising 'Re: Item 6) Current and future PR activities. 

Revised proposals for a further, final contracted period with Munro and Foster had been received.  It was agreed to fund this final period. 

Re: under Matters Arising on Page 2, "Re: Item 13) Synthetic Phonics" 

A UCET delegation had held a constructive and positive meeting on synthetic phonics and ITT with Nick Gibb on the previous day.  

Re: Item 13) UCET Compendium 

The elected officers had agreed to continue with the UCET compendium for a further year.
Re:: Item 14) Circulation of committee papers 

Committee papers were now being circulated in electronic format.  

4) ITE Funding and Allocations 

The Executive Committee noted that the unit of funding for 2011/12 had been kept broadly at 2010/11 levels, although stricter over and under recruitment penalties would be applied. It was reported that some providers were moving from four to three year undergraduate programmes.

5) PPD and Funding Announcement 
The TDA had confirmed that there would be no funding for new cohorts of PPD students. A letter to Michael Gove and a press release had been issued. Sean Cavan had been discussing with the TDA the arrangements for continuing students. 
6) Teaching standards Review 

UCET had made two submissions to the Teaching Standards Review that had been drafted by the Policy and Liaison Officer and Academic Secretary. Selected providers had also been invited to submit evidence.  

7) ITT Review 

The official date for the announcement of the ITT review proposals remained May 2011, although the TDA had suggested that it might slip to June 2011. 

8) TDA Response to Management Forum Questions
The TDA response to Management Forum questions had been issued with the committee papers and was noted.  

9) TDA/UCET/NASBITT Collaboration Paper

The TDA/UCET/NASBITT collaboration paper was noted and discussed. The ITE sector would, it was noted, play a key role in the identification and addressing of priorities. 
10) Teaching Schools 

The closing date for Teaching School status had been 29th April 2011 and some 400 applications had been received for the 100 designations available.  Sean Cavan and Ann Slater were thanked for their work in relation to teaching schools.  
11) TDA Remit Letter 
The TDA remit letter had been issued on 28th March 2011. It was suggested that UCET could be particularly helpful in developing strategy and in defining how universities could work with both teaching and training schools. 
12)  PCET Review
The Review of ITT in the post- compulsory sector had begun (led by the Association of Colleges). The Institute for Learning (IfL) had been supported by UCET in seeking to resist the proposed charging of full fees to PCET trainees. 
13) Consultations 
13.1) National Curriculum 

The draft UCET response had been agreed at the last meeting and been issued. Sir Jim Rose had described the response as a ‘first rate submission, which provides a much needed clarity of purpose and direction of travel’. 
13.2) MaCormac Review of Education in Scotland 
The response had been submitted by Gordon Kirk in a personal capacity rather than on behalf of UCET.  

14) UCET Elections 

Elections were underway for three elected members of the UCET Executive Committee and for the Chair and Vice Chair of the Secondary, Post-16 and Research Committees. 

One co-opted member had also stood down, for whom a replacement would be sought. 

15) UCET/BERA Working Party on Education Research in relation to the White Paper 
A joint UCET/BERA working part had been established to ensure the position of educational research capacity in English universities, in the light of the White Paper and subsequent Government Policy statements on teacher education. The group would also consider the likely impact of changes to funding from HE funding councils across the UK and changes to funding arrangements of research funders such as the RCUK, TDA, DfE and charities. 
16) Reports on events 
The following reports were noted;
16.1) November 2010 UCET Conference 
16.2) AACTE February 2011

16.3) UCET White Paper event

17) Items for discussion at the afternoon meeting with the TDA and OFSTED 
Arrangements for the afternoon meeting with TDA were discussed.  
18) Committee Dates for 2011/12 forthcoming academic year 
These had been issued with the committee papers and were noted. 

19) Standing Committee Minutes for ratification 
The following committee minutes had been issued with the committee papers and were noted; 
19.1) UCET Management Forum of 17th March 2011

19.2) UCET Executive of 13th January 2011

19.3) Joint UCET Executive/TDA/OfSTED of 13th January 2011 

19.4) UCET Northern Ireland Committee of the 18th January 2011

19.5) UCET NI HELG of the 18th January 2011 Meeting 
19.6) UCET International Committee Meeting of 24th January 2011 

19.7) UCET Post 16 Committee Meeting of the 4th February 2011 

19.8) UCET Research Committee of 10th February 2011 

19.9) UCET Cymru of 17th February 2011 
19.10) UCET Primary and Early Years of 3rd March 2011 

19.11) UCET Secondary Committee of 10th March 2011 

20) Any Other Business 

None

21) Date of Next Meeting 

Thursday 7th July 2011 in the Chancellors Room, Hughes Parry Hall, Cartwright Gardens, London, WC1H 9EF
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