From: Francis Liz [mailto:Liz.Francis@tda.gov.uk]                                    Item 12.2) 
Sent: Fri 10/06/2011 14:09 
To: James Noble Rogers
Subject: FW: SKE
 
James
Here is a copy of the letter going out today confirming SKE places.
 
Regards
 
Liz 
 
Subject knowledge enhancement (SKE) for academic year 2011/12
 
Dear Colleague,
 
Further to my letter of 15th April 2011 inviting bids for subject knowledge enhancement (SKE) places in academic year (AY) 2011/12, I am writing to inform you of the outcome of these bids. Attached to this email is your provider summary which indicates the number of places you have been allocated for AY2011/12 together with the associated funding. 
 
Pre-ITT SKE
 
For these bids, requests for places have been met in full in relation to Maths, Physics, Chemistry and Modern Languages. Bids for places in Design & Technology and ICT have been limited in line with the reductions in ITT targets. I would like to take this opportunity to highlight three key areas relating to pre-ITT SKE:
 
1.         It can now be confirmed that bursary levels for SKE courses in AY2011/12 will remain unchanged from AY2010/11. 
 
2.         While an SKE place in AY2011/12 will effectively assure the trainee of an ITT place in AY2012/13, it must be stressed that this will in no way assure the level of support that will be available for that ITT place. This applies to both provider and trainee funding neither of which have been announced for AY2012/13. It is for the provider to ensure that all trainees understand that the support package available for the ITT course is that which applies to all trainees in that year and not the package available when the SKE course was undertaken.
 
3.         The Government announced in the White Paper that in order to receive funding from the Department for Education for teacher training in AY2012/13 trainees will need to hold at least a 2.2 degree or equivalent.  Therefore, the eligibility for the SKE bursary in AY2011/12 will be amended to restrict it to those trainees who hold at least 2:2 degree or equivalent.
 
 
Post QTS SKE
 
The volume and quality of bids for places as part of the pilot extension to SKE exceeded expectations and it was therefore necessary to restrict both the number of providers and the number of places the TDA could allocate. However, we recognise that these reductions may present obstacles for some providers and would welcome individual conversations to address any such issues. We will also look to communicate with those providers who were successful in running the pilot in order to discuss their programmes and the evaluation process.
 
Full details regarding the operation of SKE funding in AY2011/12 will follow in the updated funding manual. 
 
If you have any questions about this letter please do not hesitate to contact us at allocations@tda.gov.uk 
 
 
Yours faithfully
 
 
Tom Glover
Director of Funding and Market Management Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA) 
                        
 

