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Item 5.4.5) UCET Press Release about withdrawal of funding for Masters’ 
UCET concerned at withdrawal of funding for master’s degrees for teachers

The Universities Council for the Education of Teachers (UCET) today expressed great concern about the government’s decision to axe funding for master’s programmes for teachers funded through the TDA’s Postgraduate Professional Development (PPD) programme. The cut is in addition to the previously announced withdrawal of funding for the Master’s in Teaching and Learning (MTL).

PPD currently funds innovative enquiry-based and school-focused master’s programmes designed and delivered in partnership between universities and schools. Repeated evaluations have shown that they have a have a significant impact on classroom performance and play a key role in many schools' CPD strategies.  The evaluations have identified, amongst other things, that teachers on PPD programmes are more confident and innovative and that the programmes help them to improve the learning environment of their pupils and manage pupil behavior more effectively.
   

UCET’s Executive Director James Noble-Rogers said:

‘The decision to withdraw funding for these programmes will have a negative impact on what happens in schools. It sits ill at ease with Michael Gove’s previous statements about the importance of teachers studying for master’s degrees, and on the need to raise the status of teaching as a profession. It is ironic that at a time when ministers are talking about moving initial teacher education away from university into schools, they risk taking master’s level CPD in the opposite direction. We will be seeking a meeting with ministers to discuss how to make sure that any new approach to delivering accredited professional development does not jeopordise the highly effective partnerships that already exist between universities and schools’.   

Contact: 0207 580 8000

Website: 

www.ucet.ac.uk
Notes to Editors

· UCET is an independent, professional organisation funded solely by its member institutions, i.e. universities and university-sector colleges in the UK involved in teacher education, all of which are represented on its Governing Council and its Standing Committees. 

� TDA impact report 2008





