Item 5.4.1) 6th April 2011 funding accouncement 

6 April 2011


Funding announcement on postgraduate professional development programmes 

Dear colleague,

In his letter of 28 March 2011 the Secretary of State for Education, Michael Gove, set out the Training and Development Agency for Schools’ (TDA) remit for the coming year. This confirmed that he is not expecting the TDA to take forward any new work on masters-level qualifications, either through the Masters in Teaching and Learning (MTL) or postgraduate professional development (PPD). 
This means that there will be no new central funding to subsidise higher level qualifications for teachers via the PPD programme. Providers may not recruit any new participants to their PPD programmes from academic year (AY) 2011/12 onwards. Any programmes that providers wish to run for new entrants from this date will not have a centralised subsidy.
However, it is important to emphasise that the new arrangements apply only to future participants on PPD programmes. Funds have been made available to fund those teachers currently undertaking these programmes. We will work with the Department for Education (DfE) and representatives of the PPD provider community to manage the transition to new arrangements. We will contact providers again as soon as possible to outline the detailed allocations, recruitment terms and conditions, and funding arrangements for PPD ‘continuers’. 
If you have any queries or concerns please e-mail ppd@tda.gov.uk In the meantime, we would ask providers to be mindful that the funding arrangements for PPD ‘continuers’ will be finalised in the context of wider constraints on public spending and the need to demonstrate value for money. 
We appreciate that these changes to PPD funding will represent a challenge to providers, but we hope that the provision of some ‘continuer’ funding will allow providers to begin to manage the transition to alternative funding models for their masters-level programmes. It is important to highlight that, while the funding for the PPD programme in its established form is ceasing, providers are well-placed to build on their existing partnerships with schools and to develop new ways of providing accredited professional development.

Yours sincerely,
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John Carr
Director of Training and Qualifications for Teachers 
Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA)
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
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