9 May 2011                                  ITEM 15.1) 


Invitation to bid for approval to deliver the Assessment Only route to qualified teacher status

Dear colleague

I am writing to invite you to bid for approval to deliver the Assessment Only (AO) route to qualified teacher status (QTS). This letter will provide you with some background to the AO route to QTS, as well as providing information on the bidding process.
Background
In early 2009 the then Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCSF) asked the Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA) to consider how an ‘Assessment Only’ (AO) route to QTS might be developed for very experienced graduate teachers. The TDA has since developed a set of requirements and guidance to serve the route, which are aligned with the existing initial teacher training (ITT) requirements.
On 9 July 2009 the DCSF launched a full public consultation on a series of proposed amendments to the relevant ITT regulation (SI 2003/1662). This consultation committed the TDA to running a parallel consultation on the AO requirements, which ran from 17 August 2009.
The amending regulation, the Education (School Teachers’ Qualifications) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2009 (SI 2009/3156), came into effect on 1 January 2010, and added a new paragraph 7A to 2003/1662, allowing for the award of QTS if a person:
a) holds a first degree or equivalent qualification granted by a United Kingdom institution or an equivalent degree or other qualification granted by a foreign institution

b) is assessed by an accredited institution as meeting such criteria as may from time to time be specified by the Secretary of State for Education, and

c) has undertaken a period of practical teaching experience such that the person is assessed by the accredited institution as meeting the specified standards.
This means that it is lawful for an accredited and approved training provider to assess a candidate against the QTS standards and recommend them for the award of QTS, without providing an element of training. Prior to the amendment coming into force, all routes to QTS were required to include training provision.
Following the consultations, some amendments were made to the proposed AO requirements, which were subsequently submitted to the then Secretary of State on 1 April 2010. The requirements are accompanied by guidance for those providers that are subsequently approved to offer AO. The requirements and draft guidance are available at www.tda.gov.uk/AO
The AO route to QTS
In March 2011, the TDA was remitted by the Secretary of State for Education to make it “as simple as possible for people with the right qualifications and aptitudes to find a route into teaching that works for them.” The AO route will contribute to achieving this by enabling very experienced graduates with significant teaching experience to seek to gain QTS without the need for further training.
Those who wish to gain the qualification through the AO route might include very experienced graduate teachers without QTS who have experience of teaching the English curriculum across the required age and ability ranges in two settings, and are:
1. currently teaching in schools 
1. trained to teach overseas 
1. trained to teach in the further education sector, or 
1. teaching in the independent school sector. 
In order to assure the quality of the route, and to maintain the integrity of the award of QTS, the TDA will phase-in AO. In the development phase, running from September 2011 to July 2012, the TDA will allocate up to a maximum of 500 places for the route. 
Following a bidding round, providers approved to offer the route will be allocated a number of places, which will not exceed 10 per cent of their 2011/12 ITT allocation. The allocated places will not attract any TDA funding. There are costs to the TDA for candidates sitting the professional skills tests which will be met by the TDA. No other provider costs associated with AO provision will be met by the TDA. This means that this is a self-funded route. It is likely that candidates themselves and/or their employers will meet the costs of the provision at a rate determined by the provider. This rate should take account of the costs of a candidate’s initial assessment, support provided to the candidate to gather evidence against all of the QTS standards, and the costs of assessing the candidate in schools.
The bidding process
Providers are asked to complete the attached light-touch bidding form, and return it to the TDA by 5pm on Monday 23 May. In providing information to support your bid (on no more than two sides of A4) please pay particular attention to the areas identified below. The TDA will notify providers of the outcome by Monday 6 June.
Bid content
The TDA will evaluate the bids against the following criteria:
1. Quality of existing QTS assessment provision 
You might wish to refer to Ofsted inspection and self-evaluation document (SED) evidence
1. Similar/previous experience
This might include assessment-based, flexible or accelerated provision
1. Capacity to meet anticipated demand
You may wish to provide evidence of potential demand from your partnership schools and other schools in your region, and evidence of how you will mitigate any risks to the quality of your current ITT provision
1. Expected fees
It would be helpful if this included a breakdown of anticipated charges for each element of the provision 
The TDA will assess all bids on the basis of the above criteria and, in approving providers to offer the route, will also take account of the need to achieve a regional spread of provision.
Successful bidders will need to attend one of two meetings with the TDA in the summer term. These meetings will provide more detail about the route and the necessary data management processes relating to the registration of candidates and subsequent recommendation of the candidates for the award of QTS. The TDA will outline its quality assurance processes, including how it will monitor providers during the development phase, and how these will feature in inspections.
I look forward to receiving your bidding form.

Yours sincerely,
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Paul Moses
Head of QTS Team 
Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA)
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
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