Item 2) 
Minutes of the UCET Primary and Early Years Committee Meeting held at 1pm on 3 March 2011 in the Chancellors Room, Hughes Parry Hall, 19-26 Cartwright Gardens, London, WC1H 9EF
Chair: Helen Taylor, University of Northumbria 

Vice Chair: Lynda Moore, University of Chester

Present: 

Jonathan Allen (Reading University),  Carolyn Chalkey (Sunderland University); Sue Dixon (University of London, Goldsmiths); Sandra Eady (Stirling University); Wendy Jolliffe (Hull University); Derval Carey-Jenkins (University of Worcester); Naomi Flynn (Winchester University); Jonathan Glazzard (Huddersfield University); Justin Gray (Newman University College); Penelope Harnett (St Mary’s College, Belfast); Des Hewitt (Derby University); Felicity Hilditch (University of Greenwich); Susan Hiley (Kingston University); Joanne Hill (Birmingham City University); Christine Hines (Leeds Metropolitan University); Marjorie Jeavons (University College Birmingham); Enid Alice Jones (St Mary’s, Twickenham); Sue Kendall-Seatter (Canterbury Christ Church University); Sue Lambert (Bishop Grosseteste University College); Vini Lander (Chichester University); Catriona McDonald (Aberdeen University); (Sophie Mackay (London South Bank University );  Helena Mitchell (Oxford Brookes University); Lynda Moore (University of Chester); Christopher Mullarkey (Leeds Trinity University); Lisa Murphy (Liverpool John Moores University); Bea Noble-Rogers (National Strategies); James Noble-Rogers (UCET); Jacquie Nunn (UCET);  Alayne Ozturk (London Metropolitan University); Deliah Pawluch (Nottingham Trent University); Tim Roberts (University of Hertfordshire); Stephen Smith (Northampton University); Soo Sturrock (Brighton University); Pauline Watts (University of Cumbria) 
Apologies: 
Fred Clark (Newcastle University); Angie Coulthard (University of Sunderland); Jane Courtney (London South Bank University); Carol Posnett (Nottingham Trent University); Helen Taylor (University of Northumbria);  Christine Szwed (University of Birmingham); 
Welcome and Apologies 

All were welcomed and apologies noted.

Minutes of the 13 May 2010 meeting 
The minutes were agreed subject to:

· Correction of a typographical errors in paragraphs 6.1 and 10

· The deletion of the final sentence of paragraph 6.4.
Matters Arising
On paragraph 6.4, the December Ruth Miskin event had taken place and had been well attended. 

On paragraph 17, Jacquie Nunn was welcomed to the meeting. The Committee asked that its thanks be passed to Gordon Kirk for the invaluable contribution he had made to the committee’s work. 
Funding & allocations
The allocations for 2011/12 were noted. Concern was expressed about the lack of information about how providers might re-distribute places within the system, and how the implications of such changes might be explained to prospective students. The lateness of the allocations should, it was felt, be taken into account by OFSTED and TDA when considering levels of over and under-recruitment. Colleagues expressed concern regarding the possible implications for recruitment of high quality trainees and retention figures.
Education White Paper
(a): Feedback from morning discussion meeting

The Committee received a verbal report on that morning’s White Paper discussion meeting that had been led by James Noble-Rogers and Lynda Moore. 

(b): ITE review proposals
These were now expected to be announced in April.

(c): Teaching schools
The White Paper policy on teaching schools was noted and discussed. The proposals were felt to provide both challenges and opportunities for ITE providers. 
(d): Media activity

The positive impact of media activity initiated by UCET and its agents was noted.

(e): 21 March event
Committee members were encouraged to attend the 21 March UCET White Paper conference.

Future discussion meetings
It was agreed to invite Robin Alexander to discuss the review of the capacity of Primary schools in the context of the Cambridge Review and proposals for the National Curriculum. 

TDA priorities
The Committee received a report on the recently agreed collaboration between TDA, UCET and NASBITT to develop and share best practice in relation to key priority areas. The agreement did not, it was stressed, undermine the independence of each organisation. Updates were also given on: the positive evaluation of the Leading Partners in Literacy project; the forthcoming synthetic phonics seminar with Nick Gibb; and the planned use of ITE exit surveys to supplement NQT Survey data in priority areas (the use of which was approved by the Committee); links between ITE and early professional development; and the holding of provider hosted events for the sector.  
Inspections
(a): Inspection issues from previous term

OFSTED response to issues arising during the previous term’s meetings were noted. 

(b): Inspection outcomes
Recent inspection experiences had been very positive. The focus on priority areas during the inspections was noted. 
(c): Review of inspection framework
The planned review of the inspection framework would be smaller scale than previously planned and was aimed at making inspections more proportionate to risk. 

SED analysis
The UCET commissioned report was received by the Committee.

Review of National Curriculum
(a): Draft UCET response

Committee members were encouraged to send any comments on the draft response to Gordon Kirk.
(b): Capacity to deliver the primary curriculum
UCET had, it was reported, been invited to discuss the review with DFE. 

Child Protection and VBS
The requirement that all those working with children & vulnerable adults register with ISA had been abandoned. ISA would however continue to maintain barred lists and checks against these for ITE students would still be required.

Donaldson review of teacher education in Scotland
The recommendations of the Donaldson Review, which recognised teaching as a profession and acknowledged the key role that universities had to play in both ITE and CPD, was warmly received. 
2011 UCET conference
Keynote speakers at the 3-4 November 2011 conference would include Mary James, Graham Donaldson, Richard Pring and Meg Maguire.  Committee members were encouraged to submit workshop proposals.
2011 ICET conference
The 2011 ICET conference would take place in Glasgow in July 2011. 

Teaching as a Profession
The original version of Gordon Kirk’s TES article was received.

UCET website
Committee members were invited to suggest improvements and changes to the UCET website.

Circulation of committee papers
The committee expressed a preference for the continuation of the circulation of hard-copy meeting papers, although this might be supplemented by e-mail distribution. 

Conferences etc
A number of forthcoming conferences were noted. 

Date of next meeting
16 June 2011
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