Minutes of the UCET Northern Ireland Higher Education Liaison Group (NIHELG) meeting, which was held on Tuesday 28th September 2010 at 1.15pm in Room 11F 111, The High Performance Centre, The University of Ulster at Jordanstown, Shore Road, Newtonabbey,  Northern Ireland, BT37 OQB 
Chair:  Dr Linda Clarke (University of Ulster)

Present: 
Professor John Anderson (Department of Education Northern Ireland), Mr Barry Burgess (University of Ulster), Dr Linda Clarke (University of Ulster), Professor Peter Finn (St Mary’s University College, Belfast), Dr Anne Heaslett (Stranmillis University College), Professor Gordon Kirk (UCET), Ms Liz McCrystal (Open University in Ireland), Mr John Mounfield (UCET-Minutes), Mr James Noble-Rogers (UCET), Mr Paul Sloan (Department of Education Northern Ireland). 
Apologies : 
Rose Morrow (Department of Education Northern Ireland), Mr John Murray (DELNI), Ms Laverne Montgomery (Department of Education Northern Ireland). 
1) Welcome and apologies 
All were welcomed to the meeting and apologies noted. It was agreed to invite Faustina Graham to the next meeting. 

        2) Minutes of the previous meeting, held on 20th April 2010 

These were accepted as a correct record.  
3) Matters Arising 
Re: Item 5) Meeting with Ms Montgomery
It was agreed to respond positively to the offer from Mrs Montgomery to receive a collective deputation from UCET NI on the way forward and the Chair will arrange a meeting for this purpose.

 Re: Item 6) Modern Languages Strategy 
No further progress had been made.  
Re: Item 7) ITE Number Allocations and the Revised Teacher Demand Model

Paul Sloan passed on apologies for the delay in notifying providers of ITT allocations. 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
4) ETI and ITE Seminar on 25th November 2010.  
It was agreed that this would take place as a half-day session on the morning of 25th November 2010 at the University of Ulster in Jordanstown.   There would be two main focuses: literacy and numeracy and inclusion; and the Chief Inspector’s Report (due in October). 

The following issues were suggested as specific discussion topics: 

· How effective is ITE in preparing NQTs to work in schools? 
· How important is teacher education in ensuring improvement in education generally?  
· What has been revealed through the inspection process? 
It was suggested that the day began with an opening address from the Chief Inspector, followed by discussion groups. Each HEI would bring five members of staff.    
It was agreed that John Anderson would draft an agenda for the event and would manage room bookings etc. in conjunction with Linda Clarke.
5) Northern Ireland Teacher Education Review
UCET expressed disappointment with the consultation proposals, particularly in the light of their long gestation. The following points were made during the discussion:

· Greater coherence and continuity was required with regard to professional development

· The ESA, if established, should be a means of support rather than control

· The formation of a Teacher Education Committee should not be dependent on the establishment of the ESA
In general, the Committee felt that the review was something of a disappointment particularly in respect of the length of the gestation period and of the absence of reference to other seminal reviews and to research evidence.
6) ITE Number Allocations 
UCET expressed concern at the way in which HEI planning cycles were not matched by the unreliable and variable timescales whereby information was released concerning annual ITE number allocations.  UCET asked that allocations be made on a three year cycle to aid planning, enhance efficiency and confirm offers of places to students. DENI said that it support UCET’s proposal and would raise the matter with DEL. 
7) Matters Identified at the UCET Northern Ireland morning committee meeting
These had been discussed already earlier in the afternoon meeting, under other agenda headings. 
8) Any Other Business 

There was no other business
9) Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting of this committee would take place at 1.15pm on the 18th January 2011 at the University of Ulster Jordanstown Campus. 
