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UCET gives broad welcome to Select Committee recommendations on the training of teachers
The Universities Council for the Education of Teachers (UCET) today gave its broad support to the Children, Schools and Families select committee report into teacher training. James Noble-Rogers, UCET’s Executive Director, said: ‘We welcome the report’s recognition of the valuable role that universities play in teacher education, its support for teaching becoming a Master’s qualified profession and its proposals for a Chartered Teacher programme. We also support its calls for a reduction in the regulatory burden placed on ITE providers. While some of the report’s recommendations need further thought, it does provide a firm basis for future discussion and debate on the future of teacher education’.    
UCET particularly supports:

· The aspiration to raise the entry qualifications of those entering teaching.

· Teaching becoming, over time, a Master’s Level profession.

· The continued funding of a range of Master’s programmes for teachers in addition to MTL.

· A reduced regulatory and inspection burden on teacher education providers.

· An expectation that high performing schools engage in initial teacher education.

· An entitlement for those training via employment based routes to gain PGCE qualifications. 

· The development of a Chartered Teacher programme.

· A close relationship between teacher education and education research.

· The recognition of the value of undergraduate programmes for primary school teaching.

· The development of a new blood scheme for initial teacher education.

· The provisional registration of teachers with GTCE until the successful completion of their induction year.

· The ring-fencing of funds for teachers’ continuing professional development.

· More consistency in teacher education across the early years, schools and post-compulsory sectors, for example through the introduction of generic standards. 

UCET does have concerns about some of the report’s recommendations (e.g. the closing of secondary undergraduate programmes) while others (e.g. those relating to the TDA skills tests and the logistics of the expansion of EBITT routes) might need further discussion before any final decisions are reached.  

Contact: James Noble-Rogers, Executive Director, 020 7580 8000 (j.noble-rogers@ucet.ac.uk)
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